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1. FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN FOR USE AT NOON BRIEFING 18 AUGUST: 

2. (TO VOLUNTEER): OVER THE WEEKEND WE HAD SEVERAL QUES- 
TIONS ABOUT THE DEATH OF FORMER PRESIDENT SHEIKH MUJIBUR 
RAHMAN, OF BANGLADESH. AT THAT TIME WE HAD RECEIVED ONLY 
UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF HIS DEATH. NOW THAT THOSE REPORTS 
HAVE BEEN VERIFIED, I WOULD LIKE TO STATE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT REGRETS THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT MUJIBUR 
RAHMAN AND OF MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY. UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP, 
BANGLADESH HAD ESTABLISHED CLOSE, COOPERATIVE RELATIONS 
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WITH THE USG, AND HIS DEATH IS LAMENTED BY HIS MANY FRIENDS 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

3. Q: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING FOR US ON UNITED STATES RF.T.A- 
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TIONS WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH? 

A: OVER THE WEEKEND WE RECEIVED A CIRCULAR NOTE FROM THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH INFORMING US OF BANGLADESH'S 
INTENTION TO ADHERE TO THE PRINCIPLES GOVERNING CONDUCT OF 
RELATIONS BETWEEN NATIONS. OUR AMBASSADOR IN DACCA WILL 

ACKNOWLEDGE THIS EXPRESSION OF INTENTION. AS I MENTIONED 
ON FRIDAY, WE EXPECT TO CONTINUE TO CONDUCT NORMAL BUSINESS 
WITH THE BDG. 

4. Q: ARE YOU SAYING THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
HAS RECOGNIZED THE NEW GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH? 

A: THE DIPLOMATIC NOTE WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE BDG DOES 
NOT MENTION RECOGNITION. THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION HAS 
THEREFORE NOT SPECIFICALLY ARISEN. WE ARE RESPONDING TO 
THE NOTE, HOWEVER. IN GENERAL, IN RECENT YEARS THE QUES- 
TION OF RECOGNITION HAS BEEN DF, EMPHASIZED. 

5. Q: DOES THE NOTE WE ARE SENDING CONSTITUTE AN ACT 
OF RECOGNITION? 

A: NEITHER THE NOTE NOR OUR RESPONSE MAKES REFERENCE TO 
RECOGNITION. HOWEVER, WE ARE PREPARED TO CONDUCT NORMAL 
RELATIONS WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT. OUR RESPONSE IN EFFECT 
MEANS THAT WE INTEND TO CONTINUE CONDUCTING NORMAL RELA- 
TIONS. 

6. Q: WHAT ABOUT REPORTS OF FIGHTING AND DISTURBANCES IN 
BANGLADESH? 

A: AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THE SITUATION IS QUIET THERE. THE 
CURFEW WAS LIFTED IN DACCA SUNDAY TO ALLOW PEOPLE TO SHOP, 
AND NORMAL LIFE IS RESUMING. WE DON'T YET KNOW WHEN INTER- 
NATIONAL TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS LINKS WILL BE RESUMED, 
BUT WE EXPECT THAT THEY WILL BE SHORTLY. OUR REPORTS INDI- 
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CATE THAT ALL AMERICANS ARE WELL. 

7. Q: WOULD YOU COMMENT ON INDIA'S IMPLIED WARNING TO 
BANGLADESH? 

A: I HAVE NO COMMENT ON THAT MATTER. BUT THIS MIGHT BE 
THE TIME FOR ME TO MENTION TO YOU ONCE AGAIN OUR GENERAL 
POLICY TOWARD SOUTH ASIA. WE SEEK GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALL 
THE NATIONS OF SOUTH ASIA, AND WE LOOK FOR NO SPECIAL AD- 
VANTAGE OR POSITION IN ANY OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE AREA. 

THE U.S. HOPES TO SEE PROGRESS IN SOUTH ASIA TOWARDS PEACE 
AND STABILITY ON THE BASIS OF GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
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VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS IN THE REGION. 

8. DECON ON RECEIPT. SISCO UNQTE KISSINGER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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